
ALL-STATE JAZZ BAND—form due by September 1
The audition process is in two rounds with the first one taking place on October 18 at Starr’s Mill High School. The second round audition is on December 4, and is usually held in Valdosta. Students who make the group will participate in All State Jazz Band, January 26-28 in Savannah. 
District Audition

Woodwind and Brass

1. Perform the audition scales and modes as written (QN=120). They should be performed two octaves from memory.

2. Sight-read two jazz exercises in contrasting styles.

3. 1st round passing scores are Saxophone: 85+, trumpet: 80+, trombone/bass trombone: 70+

Final Audition

1. Perform SELECTED etudes from “All-State Jazz Audition Etudes”.

2. Sight-read two jazz exercises in contrasting styles. The 2nd sight-reading will be with a pre-recorded rhythm section. The student will sight-read a “lead” melody and then improvise 2 choruses over standard blues chord changes notated in the sight-reading example.

3. All trumpets wishing to audition for “Lead Trumpet” must also perform additional material in prepared audition materials (see the GMEA website.)

Piano

District Audition

1. Perform the audition scales and modes as written (QN=120). With both hands playing simultaneously in octaves, scales and modes should be performed through a range of two octaves from memory.

2. Sight-read 2 written jazz exercises that include melodic and chord comping. Student will play-along with pre-recorded bass and drums.

3. 1st round passing score is 70+.

Final Audition

1. Prepare SELECTED etudes from “All-State Jazz Audition Etudes”.

2. Sight-read 2 written jazz exercises that include melodic and chord comping. Student will play along with pre-recorded bass and drums. The 2nd sight-reading will be with a pre-recorded rhythm section. The student will sight-read a “lead” melody and then improvise 2 choruses over standard blues chord changes notated in the sight-reading example.

Bass (Electric or Upright – no keyboard bass), Guitar and Vibraphone

District Audition

1. Perform the audition scales and modes as written (QN=120). With both hands playing simultaneously in octaves, scales and modes should be performed through a range of two octaves from memory.

2. Sight-read 2 written jazz exercises that include melodic and chord comping. Student will play along with a pre-recorded rhythm section (minus the auditioning instrument).
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3. 1st round passing scores is 70+

Final Audition

1. Prepare SELECTED etudes from “All-State Jazz Audition Etudes”.

2. Sight-read 2 written jazz exercises that include melodic and chord comping. Student will play along with a pre-recorded rhythm section (minus the auditioning instrument). The 2nd sight-reading will be with a pre-recorded rhythm section. The student will sight-read a “lead” melody and then improvise 2 choruses over standard blues chord changes notated in the sight-reading example.

Drum Set

District Audition

1. Student will demonstrate 8 examples of time-keeping ability by performing the following exercises using light fills:

16 bars of each:

Medium Swing (QN=112) 1st time with sticks, 2nd time with brushes; Shuffle (QN=108-112); Samba (HN=108); Bossa Nova (QN=132); Ballad with brushes (QN=80); Up-Tempo swing (HN=112) 1st time with sticks, 2nd time with brushes.

2. Sight-read two jazz exercises with notated rhythms in contrasting styles.

3. 1st round auditions passing score is 70+

Final Audition

1. Same as #1 of District Audition (time-keeping).

2. Prepare SELECTED etudes from “All-State Jazz Audition Etudes”.

3. Sight-read two jazz exercises with notated rhythms in contrasting styles.

To sign up for the audition, students should do the following:

1. Fill out this form and return it in an envelope with a check for $18.00 made payable to MHS Band Boosters to the money box mounted on the wall outside the band office.

2. Sign your name to the appropriate list on the band office door.

The due date for money and forms for District Honor and All State Concert Band auditions  is September 1.  

________________________________________________________________________________

Jazz All-State Band Try-Out Form

Name_____________________________________________________

Instrument_________________________________________________

Include the $18.00 try-out fee
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