McIntosh Wind Ensemble, Wind Symphony, Symphonic Winds and Symphonic Bands 
Course Syllabus 2010-2011
Teachers: Barbara Baker and Claire Womack
Materials

Students are reminded that in order to progress in band it is essential that you have equipment that functions properly. Instruments that have repair needs will hold back your ability and affect the ensembles ability to move forward on a daily basis. In order to extend the life of your instrument and to also keep it functioning properly, you should be sure to have the following in your case daily: 

Students are responsible for having all materials at their seat each day before roll call.

Binder or Music Folder

Music and Handouts



Pencil





Instrument in excellent working condition

Instrument Supplies

Tuner/Metronome (1st Chair Players)
Flute-Crown, Tuning Rod, Swab

Oboe-Swab or Feather, 3 good reeds, Clear Nail Polish

Bassoon-Strap, Swab, 3 good reeds

Saxophone, Clarinets-3 good reeds, Swab, Grease, Proper Mouthpiece, 

Ligature and Reed Case, Reed Rush or Sand Paper (400 or 600 grade)
Trumpet-Mouthpiece, Valve Oil, Straight Mute, Slide Grease

French Horn- Mouthpiece, Valve Oil, Mute, Slide Grease and String

Trombone- Mouthpiece, Valve Oil, Straight Mute, Slide Grease, Spray Bottle with water

Tuba/Euphonium- Mouthpiece, Valve Oil, Slide Grease

Percussion-Snare Sticks 2b and Universal Warm Up Mallets (Additional sticks and mallets are provided by daily)
Course Description

These groups perform individually and will spend the fall semester reviewing, developing and creating a strong fundamental music foundation. A great deal of class time toward the beginning of the semester will focus on characteristic tone quality, ensemble sound and balance. Throughout the semester, we will work on scales, chorales, rhythm studies, technical exercises and literature from various styles and genres. Students will receive many opportunities to perform in both small and large group settings during both fall and spring semesters. Spring Semester is an opportunity to build on the basic skills introduced in the fall. Students will find that the level of individual responsibility is steadily increased and that performances will become more challenging. 

Membership Expectations 

The performance demands of this class will be great. We encourage all students to take lessons with experts on their instrument throughout the year.  It is rare that a student can perform the level of music in Wind Ensemble and Wind Symphony without studying privately. Students who need help finding a private instructor should speak to a Director. The expectations of this group are high, and students who cannot meet the rehearsal and repertoire demands will be removed from the ensemble and placed in a lower performing group. Because of the challenge of the music level, there must be an exemplary work ethic from every member of the ensemble. It is impossible to meet the requirements of this course without daily practice. McIntosh Wind Ensemble and Wind Symphony must remember that there are several students in the other bands eager for the opportunity to perform in this group. Students who do not wish to be this dedicated should request placement into a lower band. 

The classes will participate in our state GMEA Festival second semester and will be required to attend the after school rehearsals that are currently posted at mcintoshbands.com. 

Practice Schedule

Students can go online immediately and print a copy of the band rehearsal and performance schedule for the school year. Students should look at their calendars immediately and return the attendance contract. All absences require students to complete make-up work. Rehearsal absence requires a recording to be turned into the Director’s.  Student’s have 3 days after the absence to complete the make-up work. Student’s who do not have recording capabilities may use band room on Friday mornings if they provide their own CD or cassette tape. All missed rehearsal time will be made up by students in order for those students to be in good standing with the group. Students must ask a Director if they have questions regarding what is required of them and the due date of the alternate assignment.  Students will not be allowed to make up work when the absence is unexcused by the McIntosh Attendance Office. 
Solo and Ensemble 

Because of the benefits individual and small group performances bring to musicians’ growth, this opportunity is open to all of our students here at McIntosh. Students will be encouraged to participate in the GMEA solo and ensemble event which is held each year at Fayette County High School. Information will be given to students when it is time to register for this event.
Grades

Students will be graded based on preparation, participation, tests, as well as care and maintenance of equipment and assigned storage areas. The breakdown will be 60% participation, 15% projects, 10% tests, and 15% final exam.  Band is a performing class where students receive a grade for after-school practices and performance attendance. These events are viewed as “projects,” and the grades will be entered as such.  Students who do not attend the practice for whatever reason are required to turn in a cassette tape containing the pieces rehearsed, or they must come and login to practice the music in the band room before or after school.  Students who miss too many rehearsals may be removed from the performance and will be required to complete an alternate assignment to replace the live performance project that the class completes.

 Projects must be completed by the due date of the project.  For each day late up to nine days, 10% of the earned grade will be deducted (per school policy).  The project will consist of the following:

1. Preparation of three appropriately graded contest solos (see Director for approval)
2. Public performance of these solos (can be in class)
3.  Written paper for each piece

Minimum of 750 words (per paper)

McIntosh High School maintains a policy of academic honesty, which means that each student is individually responsible for any assignment they receive. It is not acceptable to copy from or another or have someone else complete your assignment. Students suspected of academic dishonesty will be referred to the administration.

MAKE-UP WORK 
It is the expectation of the Fayette County Board of Education that make-up work will be accepted for excused absences. Some work by its very nature is impossible to make-up and may necessitate alternative assignments. The principal or designee will be the final authority in determining alternative assignments. 

The responsibility for arranging to complete work missed is to be assumed by the student and parent/guardian in conjunction with the teacher. Saturday School can be used to make-up work that was assigned while absent. 

Teachers: Please put the following in your class syllabus: 
ALL MAKE-UP WORK MUST BE COMPLETED WITHIN FIVE SCHOOL DAYS AFTER THE STUDENT RETURNS. ALL MAKE-UP TESTS AND QUIZZES WILL BE SCHEDULED AT THE TEACHER’S CONVENIENCE WITH THE STUDENT HAVING AT LEAST 24-HOURS NOTICE. FIELD TRIP ABSENCES ONLY GET ONE DAY TO MAKE-UP THE WORK. 
Major projects are discounted 10% per day for nine days. Performances are considered major projects. Minor assignments, which come in late, are dealt with at the discretion of the individual teacher. 

Detention

Students may receive detention for any number of reasons. The most common are: food, gum, drink, tardy, instrument not stored correctly. The detention must be served at the teacher's convenience. If the student does not serve the detention on the assigned day it may be referred to an administrator at the teacher’s discretion.

School Owned Instruments 
We receive a limited budget from the school each year in order to maintain instruments, and purchase new equipment and music. It is now necessary to charge a student use fee for those students who do not own their instrument. This allows us to repair and replace instruments as the needs of the program increase.  There is a $40.00 per semester instrument usage fee.  This is due at the beginning of the semester. Students who use instruments are responsible for any damage that they cause to the instrument. 
Extra Credit

Concert attendance—Atlanta Symphony, other professional level 
groups

Performance in solo or ensemble groups—brass quintet, woodwind quintet, other chamber ensembles, etc.

Studying privately—student must fill out a form with parent signature and attach proof of attendance or work

Extra credit forms are available for students to pick up at any time.
Honor Events

Students who perform in the higher bands at McIntosh are expected to audition for these events throughout the year. GMEA will offer District Honor Band, All-State Band and Solo and Ensemble. Sign up information will be made available to students. 
Challenge Procedure
The McIntosh Band will add to our concert bands an opportunity for chair advancement through challenges. Challenges are provided to give students the opportunity to earn a higher chair within their section. Challenges should always be done in a positive manner and is not an opportunity for students to threaten or speak of another member's performance level in a negative manner. To ensure fairness to all students within the band program the following policy will be implemented regarding challenges.

Teacher Communication


We will communicate with you through Infinite Campus e-mails and site postings. We will also use Google documents and the band website mcintoshbands.com in order to share classroom handouts and save paper throughout the year.  Students and parents should follow the FCBOE communication policy when contacting a teacher. You may only correspond with us through our FCBOE email account.  Students may only use their FCBOE email account when contacting a teacher. 
